. Leqgislative declaration.

It is declared to be the public policy of this state that all public records shall be open
for inspection by any person at reasonable times, except as provided in this part 2 or as
otherwise specifically provided by law

Open records act creates a general presumption in favor of public access to
government documents, exceptions to the act must be narrowly construed, and an
agreement by a governmental entity that information in public records will remain
confidential is insufficient to transform a public record into a private one. Daniels v. City
of Commerce City, 988 P.2d 648 (Colo. App. 1999).

Official is unauthorized to deny access in absence of specific statutory provision.
This section establishes the basic premise that in the absence of a specific statute
permitting the withholding of information, a public official has no authority to deny any
person access to public records. Denver Publishing Co. v. Dreyfus, 184 Colo. 288, 520
P.2d 104 (1974).

(1) Take such measures as are necessary to assist the public in locating any specific
public records sought and to ensure public access to the public records without
unreasonable delay or unreasonable cost.

(b) The date and hour set for the inspection of records not readily available at the time
of the request shall be within a reasonable time after the request. As used in this
subsection (3), a "reasonable time" shall be presumed to be three working days or less.

(b) "Public records" does not include:

() Criminal justice records that are subject to the provisions of part 3 of this article;

(1N Work product prepared for elected officials. However, elected officials may
release, or authorize the release of, all or any part of work product prepared for them.

(6.5) (a) "Work product” means and includes all intra- or inter-agency advisory or
deliberative materials assembled for the benefit of elected officials, which materials
express an opinion or are deliberative in nature and are communicated for the purpose of
assisting such elected officials in reaching a decision within the scope of their authority.
Such materials include, but are not limited to:
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(I) Notes and memoranda that relate to or serve as background information for such
decisions;

(1) Preliminary drafts and discussion copies of documents that express a decision by
an elected official.

(c) "Work product" does not include:

() Any final version of a document that expresses a final decision by an elected
official,

(1) Any final version of a fiscal or performance audit report or similar document the
purpose of which is to investigate, track, or account for the operation or management of a
public entity or the expenditure of public money, together with the final version of any
supporting material attached to such final report or document;

(1) Any final accounting or final financial record or report;

(IV) Any materials that would otherwise constitute work product if such materials are
produced and distributed to the members of a public body for their use or consideration in
a public meeting or cited and identified in the text of the final version of a document that
expresses a decision by an elected official.

(d) () In addition, "work product” does not include any final version of a document
prepared or assembled for an elected official that consists solely of factual information
compiled from public sources. The final version of such a document shall be a public
record. These documents include, but are not limited to:

(A) Comparisons of existing laws, ordinances, rules, or regulations with the
provisions of any bill, amendment, or proposed law, ordinance, rule, or regulation;
comparisons of any bills, amendments, or proposed laws, ordinances, rules, or regulations
with other bills, amendments, or proposed laws, ordinances, rules, or regulations;
comparisons of different versions of bills, amendments, or proposed laws, ordinances,
rules, or regulations; and comparisons of the laws, ordinances, rules, or regulations of the
jurisdiction of the elected official with the laws, ordinances, rules, or regulations of other
jurisdictions;

(B) Compilations of existing public information, statistics, or data;

(C) Compilations or explanations of general areas or bodies of law, ordinances, rules,
or requlations, legislative history, or legislative policy.




24-72-203. Public records open to inspection.
(1) (@) All public records shall be open for inspection by any person at reasonable times,
except as provided in this part 2 or as otherwise provided by law, but the official
custodian of any public records may make such rules with reference to the inspection of
such records as are reasonably necessary for the protection of such records and the
prevention of unnecessary interference with the regular discharge of the duties of the
custodian or the custodian's office.

(b) The date and hour set for the inspection of records not readily available at the time
of the request shall be within a reasonable time after the request. As used in this
subsection (3), a "reasonable time" shall be presumed to be three working days or less.
Such period may be extended if extenuating circumstances exist. However, such period
of extension shall not exceed seven working days. A finding that extenuating
circumstances exist shall be made in writing by the custodian and shall be provided to the
person making the request within the three-day period.

(4) If the custodian denies access to any public record, the applicant may request a
written statement of the grounds for the denial, which statement shall cite the law or
reqgulation under which access is denied and shall be furnished forthwith to the applicant.
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